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Notes :
1L Tis réferéd to as coneptual since the readers and
- writers are cognitively aware of it .
2. For the last terms see Van Dijk (1977, 1980,1983;
~Tomlin 1987 and Hamandi 1996).
. Since the text is Arabic , the direction which we are
pmceeclmg is from right to left as indicated by the
‘arfow up the major episode of each figure .The
. symbols mentioned in the figures represent the place ,
time, and participants of the episodes mentioned in the
figures .
4. This -version lacks indentation and the description of
place as obvious topic-boundary markers .

UJ

5. Minor FEpisode .(ME) consists of +Minor Episodes
(tMiE). In turn +MIE consisis  of ~Minor Episodes
(-MiE). -

Refernaces :

1. Al-sagir , MLE. (1950-198) “? alaqal*atu walqarib * In
~ %ajras :A Collection of Short Stories , p.p. 123-129.
2. Brinton ', L.J. (1993)¢ Episodic-boundary Markers in '
'Old” English Discourse “.In Hank Aertsen and Jeffers
~ (eds) Historical  Linguistics . Amsterdam /
- Philadelphia: John Benjamins pulbishing Company .
3. Brown & Yule (1983) Discour se Analysis , Cambridge
University press : London .
4. Clark, H. & Clark L, (1977) Psychology and
Languag , New York. : Harcourt Brace Jovanovich
Inc. ' o
5. Grimes , . (1975) The theard of Discourse | Paris
:Mouton . |
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As. obvi.QuS‘_'f, the begmmng of the episode was naturally .
that of +MiE4 ;.-MIiE(#4)] and —subMiE(4)1 but we take

+MilE4 (as the largest unit) into consideration and thus we
l_e_ave a horizantal space of one word .The second episode.
o r—uall 43¢5 4 ) is a —subMild , so we have leave a line
between it and the preceding one .The same s ttue of the
other episode (... s sall Sl y) Subeb(ti)(i)'S '
It seems also that identation is used both as a means and
as an end . On one hand , mdentfmon is used to find out
the eplsode -boundaries (togther with other markers ).On

the other hand , it is used to differ entiate between the units
in the hierar chy of the G])lSOdeb (see figure 1) .
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“language in writing in his native language . Jubran , here ,
was affected by the foreign languages he lmew(Trench
and English) .His knowladge is shown in the Arabic texts
he wrote and his systematic usage of.indentation (and of
organization in general ) .

Given the important role of mdentatmn one may
suggest that paragraph should be indented differ ently (in
terms of the space left) according to the role it plays in the
major text . So that the more significant this role is the
larger the space . Even in other language ( including
English) when indentation is used to refer to the true
paragraphs -, all' the units at all levels are indented
SIMILARLY, which makes the distinction between the
levels of units difficult if not impossible .

However , we need to establish a new way of
paragraphing ortho- graphically depending on the way we
analyse the texts . Thus - we assume that for every major
episode , we leave aspace of two words at the beginning of
the first line . For tMiEs , we leave space of one word
only and for ~Miks and —SubMiEs we leave a vertical
space of one line between one episode and the text . I the
beginning of +MIE , for example , coincides with the
beginning of the ME , we take the major episode in the
application of the indentation rule , and thus leave a space
of two words and not one . The same procedure is applied
if we have +MiE and -MiE , L.e. we have to consider the
largest unit . Only in this way the reader can establish the
units , their levels and their relations to each other.

Now let’s look at the following example taken from
Major Episode? .

ﬁ\.:.ls.“u_“ ‘.A)g_l:_gwl;_!u_u\idﬂwwﬂld}a\ﬂ\u&ﬁ)
LH;&M)@JJ.}__M¢LJJ3L_LML§3Q_A;JJJWY] Jmluu\;\u




The - following table shows all the ICSUltb we
have obt'uned ﬁ om 0131 expez iment .

o 'Wlt]\ the: e\pu iment Ag,aiustthe Experiment
| Major FplbOdL 31 (70 4%) 13 (29,5 %)
Minor Episode " | 22 (50%) 2 (50%)
A lststmy -~ 18(18.18%) R
1 b. 2 story 7(15.9%) |-t )
c.3rdstory  P7(15.9%) . - | }
Boundary Markers™ | 35 (79.5%) - 9(20.5%)

Table (1)_ “The Results of the Experiment

5 D1scuss;on and conclusion:

Native speakers of Arabic have the abllhty to
segment. any. Arabic-text intuitively into smaller units by
attending to certain markers that have psychological and
formal reality . :

 Arabic texts are pIOVBd to be analysed into units at
- different levels of analysis depending lagjly upon some
markers which can be captured intuitively. These markers
~are *seemingly '?uSedA to facilitate - the process of
compzehtﬂsion . According to the model of analysis
adopted we expect to find indentation whenevm we have a
new episode . '
. Unfortunately , we couid not find any support for
‘this. claim in the corpus analyesd . It seems that Arab
writers (as well as readers ) are aware of the processes, do
know what does indentation syomblize ar d dO use it but
rather in an unsysematic manner. - :

Moreover , the cognitive sets of the writer seem part
of the picture, Thc writer who is affected by a foreign
iangucige would, at any rate , reflect his knowledge of this




corresponding to- the original ones (see section 2) .
Four (i.e 10%) subjects div1ded the AFT into two
texts. Four subjects divided it into more than three
stories .The rest of the subjects (i.e. five) consider
the text one unfied story . These subjects , who
failed to identify the major episodes , in fact ,
confused the major and minor episode altogether, It
seems that these subjects are trapped by the
~artificial temoral sequence of the AFT.
* Furthermore, all these subjects seems to be decieved
by the omission of iridentation and the description
of the place at the beginning of each stories .

Failure .to realize the episodes is motivated by
the distribution of the textval hierarchy and the
boundary markers .

Moreover , subjects found some difficulties in
. identifying the minor episodes . Only 22 subjects
(50%) out of the tatal number (44) were . able to
identify -~ some - of the minor episodes. Some
prominate minor-episodes are still salient like (-
MiE(4)1) and (-MiE(4)2) in particular as show in
figure 4. The episode which contains an action of
striking importance (like the ations of killing the kid
and the woman ) are likely to be identified more
than the others due to its importance and utility to
the reader .

Concerning the boundary markers ,35 subjects
(79.5%) were able to identify some of these markers
.19 subjects (43%) identified participant-change 72
(27%) relied on the setting change and 5 (11.36°%4)
relied on special introducers like the description of
the youngman at the beginning of the first story .




- markers .. which may 3 have ' formal and
i-’p"s'ychologica redlity . Y

3, B i. *Material :

- Three narrative texts are given to 44 sub;ects
 whom are ‘guided by a list of questions. The stories
'have been selected intentionally so as to form a
.rtempoml sequcnce ~After synthesis , the' stories
seem as if they form one mtegmted text stating with
‘& poor , honest, youngman who changed into a
criminal and departed  from' 'his dwelling and
* eventually he died .Thus ,we may say that AFT
- gives the impression of one coherent story with
- three stages of life ©  Moreover, indentation is
omitted altogether . '

3.B.1i. Questions :

44 subjects of ‘different educational levels
were asked to read the. AF T and to answer ‘the
fo]lowmg questlons |

1. How many stories can you identify in the A}* ¥
| And consequently, how many major ep*sode can
you estabhslﬂ : :

2. Can you summarize cvely majm eplsodu and

“give each a tittle? .
3 Can you find some markers Wthh you have
| relied on in  summarizing the episode. , (i.e.
finding the macroproposition of each }? And are
" such  markers good guiddnce in defining the
major and  the minor cp:sodcs (it there are
any)?(see appendix ])
4. Results: : : _ :
Qut of the total -number (44) , 31 (70.4%)
subjects succeded in identifying the major episode
and thus they divided the AFT into three stories
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Indentation is not a good yardstick to rely on since
we suspect that indentation is systematic in the Arabic
texts .Although indentation can be considered as one of
the topic-boundary markers ,it has been dropped out
altogether in ‘the texts under analyses.Change from the
general to the specific or vice versais also a boundary
marker. For instance , in major. episode 3%+ MiEl is
about aspectiic dead person and the four nymphs while
+MiE2 is about human being in general (see figure 5)
The change of perspective is another marker .(5) .By
way of illustration , +MiE2 in figure 5 presents the
nymph’s point of view. While +MiE3 presents the girl's
perspective .This rule cannot be over-generalized .
Hence, @ change of speaker does not always signify a
change of perspectives .The corollary which follow is
that a topic-shift is not a decisive consequence of
speaker-change. For example, two speakers. may share
the same perspective and talk a bout the same topic . As
aresult , change of perspective cannot be a deciding
factor for denting a topic-change (for the complete hst of
those markers ,see Hamandi 1996).

3.B. QUESTIONIARE:

The claims put forward earlier have to be seen n
the light of the following lines of thought : :

1. Human mind is a fragment-secker and tries to
segment any piece of discourse into coherent and'
meaningful units (or episodes) for processing )
goals .This convection inheres no tendency for
serial thinking . .

2. Readers are endowed with a normal alsoe of
common sense which enables them to point out
episodes by attending to certain  boundary

o)
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betwcen one eplsode and ifs: sistel s leplebcmed by a
honzonta | dotied line . -

Since the boundaries (both content and forma ) 1y of
gvery eplsode have been established ., it seems easy to
capture the change between the episode. Thus we expect
to find a shift between two sister rectangles marked
formally ‘and/or informally. " Theor etically speaking,
indentation should be assigned to every unit represented
by a rectangle as far as indentation is taken to be the most

clear 01thog1 aphic symbol of segmentation .In this sense,
indentation isconsidered to be a cognitive process if it is
1dent1fted syqtematlcally as show above .

The * first major episode talks about- a poor
youngman who failed to feed himself because of people’s
cruilty .So he decided to be atraitor and cruil just like
other people This~ story took place dmmg the
youngman § life in his city .

The sécond story relates the disaster 01 a man who
offered every thing to escape but failed. The locative
setting of this story is a river near a castle.It took place in
a span of time lasting not mme than one night during the
life-time o the man . x

" The hird stmy talks about the cruilty of the man
which pushed him to get killed for some tr ivial reasons
The story Tlasted for an hour under sea. '

It seems that the change of participants change of
time, change of place and the conjunctive (wa) as a topic-
boundary marker are very obvious in the figures. Any
changev of the number between one episode and another
in the figures is considered to be a marker of boundary.

‘However , there are other kinds of markers which
can be reiied on in specifying the episode in hand.
(see Hamandi 1996:30).
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3.A. Modelled Analysis :

Depending on Van Dijk’s model of 1983, we
fragment the texts systematlcally as show in figures
2,3,4&5 (3) The text (shown in appendix 1) three stories
(or technical ly) three major episodes). Thus,this textls‘

referred to as  AFT and ends with ( 25 2Slall 5 Ge
45 \_ai) . The second begins with ( ... 4ll) and ends with
( A—tic i eigall) The third starts with (... s Slecl 3)
and ends w1th the end of the AFT.

Fi gule -2 show that it is unposmble to for muldte one
major episode out of the three major episode .In other
words ,although the three episodes 1,2 &3 are combined
orthographically ,they cannot be subsumed under one
gestalt macroproposition. There is no single participant
about whom , the whole AFT is organized .Moreover ,the
place ,time and the action of the three segment stor ies are
different in = the major episodes. Thus , figure 2 lacks
markers of relations, which can be found among the
minor eplsodees as indicated by the dotted arrows . Thus ,
the major episodes in figure 2 are left disconnected .
Combining the three major episodes in the AFT yields an
incoherent artificial text.

The macroproposition -of the three major episodes
mentioned above are represented in figures 3,4 &5
Fvery episode has been pul in a rectangle. The rectangle
contains the macropropoistion o f the episode at hand.
The name and the number of the episode, the boundaries
of the episode , participant, place and time of the LplS()de
The superstructure category of each episode” s
represented above the rectangle The coherence relation
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2. Hypthesis :

. The basic .claim to be evaluatud centers alound the
followmg questlons Do Atfab writers make use of this
"]JIOCCdLHe when they process discourse 7 If some Arab
~writers apply an ad ho¢ procedure in 1dentmg3 their texts ,

~does. this indicate the absence of the processes menti oned

so far? [
3. The Approach:-

“Although - the afore-mentioned approach is taken
from the readers point of view, it can be modified to be
taken from the speaker’s point of view. In other words |
we can depend on this approach , basically of text-
analysis, to generate the text by reversing the direction of
implementation of processes .The writer does not start
with the ‘micro-propositions but with a global idea in his
mind. This global idea is fmmed dependmg on process
three mentioned above. : :

Then this global idea (which probably gas a functional
category - like a moral lesson, for instance) is divided into
some other idess, each supplying the global one. These
microideas -are generated .Then these ideas are
transformed into meaningful propositions wh;ch are
manifested grammatically by the ¢lauses .

To test the basic claim set fourth earlier , a
psycholgical experiment has been conducted .Some
subjects were asked to offer their analyses (by answering
few questions) of the same texts . The results are then
- compared to see their significance. o

Theoretically speaking ,if subjects were successful
it is concluded that they (unconsciously) rely on the
previously-mentioned cognitive - processes.  And
zonsequently , both writers and readers share the same
cognitive processes, |




Hanny 1985, Brinton 1990, and Hamandi
L 1996). '
Process Five: Evérj‘z“episode should  be assigned a
' ~ function depending on the genre of the text
in hand .The collection of these functions
is called the supetstructure categories {see
Van Dijk 1980,1982,1990) .

The outcome of these five processes will be the
determination of every single episode. finding its
macropropositions assigning 118 supertegoriés, ,
establishing ~ coherence among 18 propostions and
capturing the boundary-markers of every episode. And if
we take language as @ hier'achical1_y—01'ganized system,
then the text at hand can be organized hierarchically into

units of different sizes. (See figure 1).

Text

Episode 1. Episode 2  Episode3 ...

+Minor Episode [ | | AMoT Episode 2.......

- Minor Epiéode' | Maor Episode ...

: - Figure Or©
The Hina;'ohicai Orgatization of Text..




in .case that the propositions can be
subsumed under a single macroproposition.
Process: Two: The macroproposition of a cluster of
: ' })10p051t1011s, Shouid be identified . This
process iswell guided by the following
tufes T
a.Selection Rule.
b.Delition Rule.
c.>imple Generalization Rule.
- d.Coimbination (Integration ) Rule .
DR - e.Presupposition Rule.
‘Reluing on these rules, the analyst is enabled to
- . encapsulate a group of pmpomtlon into a
single global proposition . '
-Ptocess Three :Knowledge of the world | individual
' experience, individual. cognitive set, and
ideology play asignificant role in forming
the  final shape of the macropropositions at
7 hand .(2) 1
Process’ Four: The limitation 01 iteria ot every
O maer oproposition are checked to specfy the
 episode ‘they reprsent. These criteria are
ithe unity of place , time, particpant and
action .Every episode should be about one
single participant  (or about a set of
particpants  who have something in
~-common) who is performing an action in a
specfic place at a specific period oftime
.This episode, further, is delimited formally
by the boundary markers like indentation ,
conjunctive , and etc..(see Van Dijk 1982,
‘Brown &Yule 1983 Tomlin 1987, Brown
Yule 1980, Grimes 1975, Hinds 1977,




mtermediate unit between the clause and discourse, as
clause failed to be practical and adequate unit in the
analysis of discourse.Later , paragraph appeared to solve
some of the problems,

In this study, paragraph is taken to be the central
uint in discourse .It is the formal or surface manifestation
of a cognitive (abstract) unit that can be referred to as
Episode” (Van Dijk 1982 and Tomlhin 1987)

“ Conceptual Paragraph. < ( "Tomlin 1987) , or just
“Paragraph “ (Brinton 1993 Longame 1979 and Hinds
1977). o
Sense of paragraphing 1staken to be a cognitive
process of segmentation .As texts cannot be taken as

wholes , they should be segmented into units for purposes
of complehensmn recall or analysis.

Two kinds of paragraph can be realized : The
- conceptual or real paragraphs and the. olthogiaphic
paragraphs. An orthographic paragraph is the non-
technical orthographic representation of any stretch of
discourse .Whereas the conceptual paragraph is a techincal
term wich refers to a unil that has some scientific and
cognitive basses. Conceptual paragraphs may or may not
coincide with orthographic paragraphs and vice versa.

In this paper. The line of Van Dijk’s approach
(1983) is followed for the processe of text segmentation .
This approach subsumes five processes , which are
summarized as follow:

Process One : The text is divided into propostions which
are coherent locally and globally. By being
locally cohrent, the propositions in a text

-enjoy referential and intentional relations,
while the text as whole is globally coherent

(6




: Sensc of Pfaragr'lphmg in Al"lblc Written Texts
Abbde Jasslm T '& - Shifa’a H.Hussein

Abstlact : P
In this paper , palagjraph 1s taken to be the centla!
unit of discourse. It is formal manifstation of episode as
defined by Van Dijik (1983). Accordingly, the text under
scr utmy can “be segmented into its components relying on
_ some “specific cognitive processes. To experience the
psychological reality of segmentation , 44 subjects are
asked to analyse a synthtic text (Artifically formulated text
(AFT)with' the guidance of some questions. The
experiment is conducted to explore whether, or not ;Arab
readers are able to identify the BplSOdCS‘ and their
boundaries. In.this way, the reader's cognitive: processes
and lines of thinking can be captured . :

It has been discovered that Arab do have a‘blhty to
segment any text info its units relying on some markers of
psychological and formal realities. Both the writer and the
reader share almost the same cognitive processes
However , writers seldom represent this in their writings.
Segmentation, sometimes, goes far beyond cognitive rules
to be under the influence of economy and shape
[Introduction : :

Many authors have dealt with thc, problein of
finding an appropriate unit of discourse analysis and
processing - (cf Longacre 1979, Hinds 1977, Stenstrom
1994, Sinclair -and Coulthard - 1975,Harris 1950,and Van
Dijk - 1982) ..-The central point was to find out an
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