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Conclusion

There are, a number of iSsues in common between Engli sh and Arabic,
represented in the fact that in both languages one can distinguish between
stincture on hand and f unction on the other hand. Also ,-both languages -
use one structure to cxpress a number of meanings.In  contrast, one
meaning could be expressed in more than one struciure.Both English and
Arabic recog nise declarative interrogative, imperative and exclamat ive se-
ntences as being distinct structurs with various denotations in each.The
importance of the Speaker’s intentions, his conviction, and the impact of
the performative verbs-are among the common issues between the two
languages.

However, there are a number of differences between the two langu-
ages in question. The division of English sentences into four major types
is contrasted with a division of two major types in Arabic declarative
and non-declar ative; the latter is further subdivided into fen Sentence-

(types, which include and exceed English sentence-types by seven extra
types.Apart from,that, This division in Arabic has not received attention

from Arab grammarians, but from specialists in rhetoric,
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The verse refer: to te heathens who tried after istening to the Prophet
Mohammad, to invent yarious accusatory explanations reqarding the
Prophet.
conversely, sentences of different structures may have the same illoc-
utionary force, e.g. :

A Ty G
senience mood iboctionary force C
i made © oo 4 declarative

Have ali the problems
come o an end
at fast? ‘
Bl bS5 [FAT LI interrogative . happiness
prrd U ST I

imperative
let alt the problems
go to heil :
Itis an agreed principte in the books dealing with rhetoric, that the co-
ntext of a sentence play a greet role in determining the meaning . of that
sentence. So that an imperative structure denoting a request, would be taken
as an order if it is from a person of & higher rank fo another of
a lower rank, and as arequest ifitis from one peison to his pear,and
a8 a solcitation if it is fr om a person of a lower rank to a person
 higher rank.
Likewise, the intention of the speaker, his convictions and assumptions
play a major role in deciding the itloctionary force Sentence like
iabls sy des  (Mohamad loves Fatima) could have a  8€O¥E of
varoius inferepretations, such as sarcasm, surprise, conlirmation
 intopation in such cascs is the decisive factor. e
— The previous statements are applicable to embedded sentences, ¢.g.
e.g.
Cdb e Al el g LSy OF aaey G 0,5 )
“He will not be able to discover who led him to this predicament.”
_ Presence of performative verbs makes the illocutionary force quite
explicit, regardless of the structure, €.g. - o

oo sledly 8 G 1 command you fto sit.
ad st U I beg you , ‘
loegead o1 U 1 am giving a piece of advice.
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Permission ol Yl s

“E.g: (O TR S I YO FE N Yy PR L)

((Eat and drink till the break of dawn begins to manifest itsell)) (Qur.2/187).
The verse addresses the believers fasting during the month of Ramadan.

Equalisation s gl gy
E.g: ‘(l‘g-"lc p‘y IJ):..aJ_"_S' j' I_,J,‘Wal)
((Whether you endure it with fortitude or not, it will be the same
for you.—)) (Qur 52/16).
The verse addresses the heathens in Bell after the Day of Judgement, where
{(you)) refers to the heathens, and (ity refers to Hell

Honouring BRI
Eg: (T p oty b iaaly)
((Enter therein, in peace and security)). (Qur. 15/46).

The verse addresses  the belivers entering  paradise.

Grafefulness Ol §I —

Eg: N (CUNS PRI W)

- ((Eat of that which Allah has provided for you)). {Qur. 6/142)

Insult il Y —L

Eg: (Tt 5 1,35 J9))
((Tell them: Aye even il you become stones or iron.))

((Gur, 17/50)).
The verse tells the heathens that God will bring them to life again in

Day of Resurrection, even if they were made of stones or iron.

Perpetuation ' phot —g

Eg: (( poisadl Bloall Gasl)
(Guide us along the straight path))

(Qur. 1/6).

‘ Reflection L JE_YI_H- i

Eg : N (G R IR

((Observe the frint ofeverykind of free when it bears fruit and
process of its ripening)) (Qur. 6/ 99).

Wondering comad!

- B R(OL5 [ S ily)

3D

({Observe how they invent explanations concerning thee.
(Qur. 17/48).




Drespise sl b

B.g.: aabd oS Gl
is it him whom you thought higly of %
Irony rgﬁ.’i“ .
E.g.: Clin Joi OF &l § gy chied
Is it your mind which justifies to you to do this?
Threat dedl 4
Eg.: (Clrcls Jo 8 5 )

“K nowest thou not how thy Lord dealt with the tribe of "Ad?" (Qur.89/0).
The verse refers to the fribe of ’Ad who was punished fatally by
Gosd for not obeying their prophet.

Appeal ol =
E.g.: ahs [-Im
May T use your pen?
3-  Imperative Sentence iy el dendl — ¥
Supplication. e
Eg.: c (e B 0L el )

“Lord grant me the capacity to be grateful for thy favoun)). (Qur27/19).
denoting Solomon thanking God for the favour He bestowed opon
Quidance A2,

Bg . ((duy S5 (S N R o R P s Y 13))
“When you take a loan, one from another, for, a term, reduce the

transaction to writing, and let a scribe record it in your presence
faithfully” (Qur. 2/282).

Threat RN |

s
e ———

E.g.. R (g==r Odeity al ¢ t..:.?..'él.. |_,.Lo!))
((Do as you wish. Surely He sces all that you do)) (Qur, 41/40).
Addressing the heathens, threatening them that He knows! whatever
they do. '
Challenge el 0
E.g: c (s o B T8 Bae e Bl Lo s oS Ola))
((If you are in doubt concerning that which we have sent down to our
servant, then produce & chapter like it” (Qur. 2/23) The a verse addresses
the heathens who claimed that the Quran was produced by the probhet
Mohammad, not by God.
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E.g.: . (1&)5.‘3.‘.» r.‘:‘| j‘.l'))
“Will you desist™? (Gur. 5/91)
The verse commands the beHevers to refrain from gambling and
drinking wine because they are sources of troubles, as weli as being devil’s
inspiration,

Prohibition $
E.g.: ((op2s O Gl @t g p2idl))

“Da you fear them? It i3 Allah who is most worthy that you should
fear Him™ (Qur, 55/60) The verse stafes that the betivers should not be
afraid of the hesthens, they should be, instead, afraid of God.

Negation gt —¢

E.g.: (oY Y1 b Y ale a))
“Can the reward of goodness be anything but godness.. (Que,. 53/60)

Arowsing of desire Srahdt =

E.g.: (e Plie o @S 3lad e (St )

Shail 1 guide you to a commerce that will save you from a painful

chastisement? {Que. 16/1C).
Statement 2l —»

E.g.: ((Bare 2 7 a8 WH0)

Have we not broadened thy mind? (Qur. 94/1)
The verse addresses the prophet, whose mind was actvally broadened by
God.
Exaggeration (to frightes), Overstatement. Lot —,
E.g.: il L gl Ly o il Lo LMD

The inevitable, What is the inevitable? what has made thee know
what the inevitable is?.

(Qur. 691-3)
Ruling oat R T
E.g.: : (D o pale iy s 5 e )
How wilt they be admonished, sceing that there came to them a

Messenger, expounding matters clearly? (Qur. 44/13). The verse describes
some of the attitudes  of the heathens when the Day of Judgement comes.

Exaltation [t-.Lz-w it~

E.g.: ((uJL Yo P! Gt 50))
“Who is he that dare intercede with  H'm, except by His Permission

(Qur. 2/255)..
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lowever, this correspondence is not always valid, since we find sen-
teuces of the mood that have various illocutionary force, aswe will
sce in declarative, interrogative and imperative ssateness respectivaly.

Declarative Senfence s i dledl

Asking for Dlercy L'}".m.«}”;}l:-;&‘:ﬁ -1

E.e S Jb L_5il
I am in mced of my Lord’s forgivencss.

Exhibiting Weakiness and Submission poasily Cadll SE — o

E.g. ot A Juesly g plll oay Lo

“My lord, my very bones have become feeble, and my head ha tur-
ned hoary with age” (Qur. 1914).
Expressing regret fur a beloved Thing. NI T e
E.g. Tl Lesy
“l am delivered of a female child "(Qur. 3/36) ’
Quoting Mary’s mother, Who was sad because the child She delivered
was a female, not a male child.
Experessing ioy over a victory A BLA, o Jae o LB -
E.o. “Truth has come and falselood a Uit ga 5y 3aelt elay
has disappeared™ (Qur. 17/81)
To Spur on, incite {e, prod to it e Gt AL o b LSEID —a
Eg : coall S G0 sladty S ol st e Ol gyt ¥y
“Those of the believers who
remain at home, except those who are disabled, and those who strive in
the course of Alah with their belongings and persons, are not equal

(Qur. 4/95)

Beasting sl —
E.g.: it el G ool JS f e gl o3
1 have been chosen as the most popular student  in the class.
Warning : oplmdl =
Eg.: SR e R S VR R 1
‘Divorce is the most abhorrent lawfui thing to Aliah.
Praive Lt e
Fp: l.),fia',j,'.x'l,w‘j.:,i'.
You are the sun, while the others are just stars.
2. Interrogative senfence T
Conzmand -




& Hamza of apprehensicn FYWELE SN
e.g. -L.mrl_c.rﬂ 4 _}sl Is it Ali or Muhammed?
Who is in the house?
b. Hamza of assent $5iiadl 350 | followed more often
by a verbal Sentence, e.g. ?,.Y x| has (he Emir come?

c. b eg § At sl e has my friend come?

d L Vhat ) Fabals L What brought you?

e o Who, Whom Tl JU o who suid this?

fo ol Whein, § jg ald When is he coming?

g e When ¥l o When did he come?

H. &8 how. Fagl ;S how did you see him?

i g_f'] . how ?C’-"‘i of & ! how is he poing to succeed?

J. oS how (many, much, long-) § ol §ogk ¢5 how long did you stay
in Mosut?
K. o) where T o where did you go?

L. ¢l which $o21 i5L- ! which car have you chosen?
Structure of Imperative Scntences:

The imper tive gsentence in Ar bic has four tructure :
a. A sentence be_inning with a verb of command .yl jé in
the ap.copate (jussive} mood, e.g.
s oA Vrite your lesson.
perfect verbs cannot be used in this type of sentences.
b. A sentence beginning with the particle 1 of command (with the apo-
copate {jussive mocd alse), e.g.
Ayl e et vour brother go.
¢.  Verbal noun of command, e.g.
'l Sl yvou must have patience.

d.  Infiritive substitutes for verb of command, e.g.
slaad fe 1, Pe patient during hard times.
~ Standard texthook. in rhetoric (See

ber = VY oo 6 1 AAr ¢l © i tmer e 0 14 o
Voo —wy a6 14a0 ¢ Obyle ¢ yry —00 Lo ¢ 1ave ¢ ol -
Distinguish between grammatical structure on one hand, and seni-
ence meariing on the other, so that one imperative Structure could
mean a command in one sentence,but it does not follow that it sh-
ould always denote that meaning. We have scen (in {(a) above) a corves-
roodens between s.ntence Structure and  Sentence meaning-
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Declarative sentences could be verified as true or false. They could be
nominal or verbal sentences, Such as the two examples cited above. Non—
declarative sentences, on the other hand, are not verifiable. They are
further divided according to their structures and  the different meannings
resulting from changing the structure.

Rhetoric  books mention two groups of non-declarative sentences.
The first group inciudes:
a. The praise and rebuke sentences, beginning with o (truly, what
a good.) gt (what a bad..) ete.
b. Contract sentences, baginning with words like cw (1 sell) sl
{ I promise...) etc,
c. Oaths, beginning with jurative particles such a bi, wa, ta.
d. Exclamations, beginning, in their standard forms, with the verbs of
wonder, ie. 44l and 4 Sl
e. Hope, beginning with verbs like ¢ =¢ e .. ete. denoting hope.
The above-mentioned group has been neglecied in rhetoric  books,
They are mentioned in these book, just to exhaust occurrence possibili-
ties.
The second group to which attention bhas been paid, comprises the
following types cf sentcnces:

a. Imperative

b. Interrogative

¢. Prohibition, which has one form, that of ala of prohibition,e,”.

Jdl JH sk (Don't go to the market)

d. Wish, Which begins with words such as < (I wish, would God)

(D W (perhaps), eg. poU 1 hope he would be coming.

e Vocation, beginning with Vocation particle, like ljefy < b
e.g. te JW dems &y Oh Muhammad, come here.

As [ar as Arabic is concerned, this paper will treat only three types of se

ntences, declarative , interrogative, and imperative. We have already refe—

rred to the structure of the declavative sentence.

Structure. of Interropative sentences

The structure of interrgative sentences in Arabic is composed of an
interrocative particte {or noun) followed by a Sentence which is usually,
though nct atways, of a declarative structure. The interrogative particles
and nouns are:

45




E.g. Come to my house and I'il show you my Paintings.

Nete: 1LF= Illocutionary Force,
This example suggests two possibilities, either:
The spaker belives that the hearer will be interested:
IF= invitation.
Or, the  speaker believes that the hearer hates paintings:
LF= threat.

I.tocutionary foree also depends on the social stutus of the  speaker and
hearer .
E.g. Be there atsix : LF = Command (E.g. Colonel to sergeant)
L.F = invitation

: LF = sugpestion (e.g. one friend to ortothe )
4- The mood classification applies to embeded sentences.
E.g
We will never know who was respousible for the economic crisis.

int rroative mood

declarative mood
An interrogative sentence is embedded in a declarative sentence, but a
question is not embedded in a Statement.
5. Factors other than the mood of a sentence affect its illocutionary force.

L.g. Presence of a ‘performative’ verb

I command you to be there at 6. the  presence of the
I advise you to be there at 6. underlined performative
I suggest that you be there até. verbs makes the illocutionary

force explicit.

Provided that these Points are borne in mind, it is useful to dist
inguish English sentences in terms of their syntactic structure.

As for Arabic, the general structure of the Arabic sentence s to be
devid d into two type:; nominal sentence, ie. beginning with a noun—
¢4 il doms (Muhanmad i a student) and verbal sertenc. ie. begi-
nning with a verb, e.g. dze o~ > (Muhamad has studied).

When it comes to the ramificaions, books in rhetoric provide more details
They adopta major division of Arabic sentences into two types: dec
larative &4 = and non-declarative i3




or have Wh-word (what and how only), but without subject-verb
inversion.

E.p: What a nice man the headmaster is .
{B.) However, correspondences have traditionally been  drawn belbween

the Syntactic structure of sentences {or ‘mocd’; an. their communi-
cative function (or ‘ilocutionary force’)

M ood Higeutionary Force

E.g: Mrs Richurd cats cornfllakes. declarative Statment
Does Mrs Richard eat cornfl kes? interrogative question

Eat up: ‘ imperative cominand
b Whata heavy breakfast she eats: Exclamative Exclamation

{C.) But the correspondences are not clearcut.
It is important to clearly distinguish between Sentence Structure
and sentence function, for the following reasons:
1. It is possible to make an exhaustive classification of snetences in terms
of their structure, butnot in terms of their function. For example, de—
clarative Sentences can have the illocutionary force of promising, apo—
logizing, naining, advising, congratulating, thanking, marrying, div-
orceing, christening babies, etc.
2. Sentences of different moods may have the illocutionary force:

Mood [llocutionary
Force
E.g. i'd like the salt, please. declarative
Would you please pass the sait? interrogative  request
Pass the salt, please! " imperative

How nice it would be to have some sait! Exclamative

3. Conversely, one Sentence type may have Several different kinds of
nloctionary force. '

Tllocutionary
Mood Force
E.g. 1t is hot in here declarztive Staterment

request (To open
window) or {to go out)

A. The iliocutionary force often depends on the beliefs and assumptions
of the speakers.
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Brumifit, {1984: 20-27) indicates that the imptications of language in use
has  emerged from various traditions on philossphy, and most
infiuential have been on the one hand, speech act theory, deriving From
Austii (1962} via Searle and the co-operative principle of Grice (1975).
It is important to note thr searle conceives of language as a
serics of acts in the world rather than as a collection ol sentences.

This is a point which has been taken up extensively by Widdowson

(1978a}., in relation to language teaching.

The purpose of the preceding discussion has been to illustraie the
way in which scholars in many disciplines have attemipted to  show the
vast ra“ge of subtle variations which can in  pricciple be exploited by
language uSers.

Lyons (1981, 186-187) states that aithough most specch acts are culture
s:-ecific, there are others that are widely, and perhaps correctly, assumed
to be univer al. He adds that it has been argued, on philosophical grounds
that the three classes of illocutionary acts which include making
statements asking,questions and issuing commands, are not only Uni ersal,
but We want to introduce a distinction in this respect between the classi-
fication of sentencein English and the class ificat on of speech acts,
and to consider the relationship between senten ce Structure and sentence—
function.

{A-) Major sentences can be ¢l ssified in terms of their syntactic structure:
I- Declarativ:  sentences: A subject is always Present and precedes a

verb. E.g: T will spea to the headmaster today.

2- Interrogative Sentences are marke! in one or more of these ways:

a. The operator is placed inimediately befure the subject, E.g: Wil you
spezk to the headmaster today?

b. The sentence begins with an interrogative word or a wh-worlJ, E.g:
Who will you speak to? .

c. The sentence has rising intonation in spoken English, E.g: You'll
speak to the headmaster today.
(In written English, questions end wilh a question mark.)

- 3- Imperativ: entences with the verb in the imperative (the base form)
Although they usually have no subject, they som:times take ‘you’.
«You) spe.k fo the headmaster.

4- Fxclamatory sentences hav  yntactic form of a  ves, fno question,
but different intonation.
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SOME ASIECTS OF SYNTACTIC STRUCTURE AND
ILLOCUTIGNARY TFORCE IN ENGLISH AND ARABIC
A CONTRASTIVE STUDY

D, Talit Abdil Rahman Zuhair G Farhin, M.A
Dept. of Arabic Dept. of Translation
UNIVERSITY OF MOSUL
COLLEGE OF ARTS

INTRODUCTION

Every lanzuage is a communicative System which altows its  spe- -
kers to interact with each other. Linzuists have been much more interested
In the formal characterstics of the Systems than their various functions.

in order to discuss how language functions in communication, a clear
distinction must be made between Linguistic form and Linguistic
Function. Linguistic form refers to the Phonological, Syntactic and Semantic
properties of language. Linguistic function refers to the uses speakers moake
of linguistic form in Communication. Certain forms are clearly related
to Certain functions. A form like: “Are vou ready”? Usually functions as
a question. A form like: “He arrived yesterday”. Generally functions
as a statement. But, in actual language use, Lingui tic fo ms do not Corre—
late xactly with Linguistic functions on every occasion. For example,
adangerous dog” may function as warning as well as staiement. Anothet
“example “I can’. find glasses,” may not be a statement, but a request
for assistince This means that we can use the Same linguistic form
for different Purposes.

In order to understand the meaning of a linguistic form, the content
is not enough, the more important is context and speaker’s intention.

According to Austin (1962), “Iltocutionary force” is the act of doing
something in saying something. '
We say something for a particular purpose to answer a question ,to anno—
unce a verdict, to give a warning etc. In this sense we are  performing an
iliocutionary act. James, (1980: 127) characterises discourse as involving
two Simuitanecus act-s:quences: the sequence of illocutionary acts and
the sequence of ‘interactive’  acts.
The former is typically comprised of such act as inviting, accepting
thanking, apologising etc, while the tatter type of sequence is made up of
such acts as opening, closing, side—Sequencing. nomi ating next spea .er,
and so on.
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